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Operational weir at Rumbling Bridge

The summer of 2016 has been our busiest ever for
construction, due largely to the changes in Feed-in
Tariff rates having a major impact on many projects
completed after the end of September.

Six of our solar co-operatives, Schools Energy, M&S Energy Society, Edinburgh
Solar, REPOWERBalcombe, Reading Community Energy Society and Wey Valley
Solar Schools, and the hydro project at Rumbling Bridge, have completed their
installations before the September deadline. This year our member co-ops have installed solar panels at over 70 different sites!
Construction was also carried out by the RainePower hydro project (which has a later FiT commissioning deadline of August 2017)
and completed at High Winds. More detailed information inside...

Over the past two years we have been working with high street retailer Marks & Spencer to
develop a community based rooftop solar initiative – delivering an environmental and social
impact and a financial return for members. All these aims are very much in line with M&S’s Plan A.
This community funded renewable energy project is a first for any major retailer.

A unique partnership
with M&S Energy Society
M&S Energy Society was created to
deliver this innovative project providing an
opportunity for customers of M&S Energy
and members of the general public to help
raise funds to install solar panels on 8
M&S stores. The share offer was
successful, raising £1.3m in three weeks
during the summer.

Solar installation at Cheshire Oaks store

We always hoped this project would be a
trailblazer and so it has proved. A number
of household names have expressed
interest in emulating the M&S Energy
Society. We will be doing what we can to
deliver community-owned renewable
energy to new groups and unused
commercial rooftops.
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The constant changes to energy policy in the UK makes
it challenging to deliver community renewable energy
projects using the models that we have employed in the
past. However, we are used to this!
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Three successful share
offers this summer

The future for
renewable energy
and future projects from Energy4All

Since the launch of Baywind 20 years ago, there have been constant
changes to policies and support that we have had to circumnavigate. We
have become skilled in developing models to work within the new policy
landscape whilst delivering the same mission and ethos, and we continue
to find and develop new viable community renewable energy generation
and energy saving projects.

Three of our co-operatives held

successful share offers this summer,
all being over-subscribed within a few
weeks: in addition to M&S Energy
Society, both Reading Community
Energy and REPOWERBalcombe
raised all the funds they needed.

Managed woodland for renewable heat projects

Of course, having a clear, long term, supportive renewable energy policy is important to
maximise the opportunity for community energy to deliver its potential to assist the
decarbonisation of our energy supply and the mitigation of climate change. Current policy
fails to do this. Yet public support for community owned renewable energy has never been
higher. We need to demonstrate to the Government that that is the case and we ask our
members actively to support us in pressing for the changes required.
At the E4A AGM in September this year (see back page), we agreed to focus on the
following areas for new projects in the medium term.

•
•
•
•

We are currently working on two shared ownership Scottish wind projects
We’ll continue to work with and support Energy Prospects which still has one wind
turbine project in the planning system and is actively researching further projects
Following the successful launch of our new solar co-ops, we are keen to grow these to
increase their installed capacity; rooftop solar often continues to remain financially viable
We are actively considering acquisitions of existing sites to bring more generating
capacity into community ownership, where special features of these sites make this an
attractive option
...and with significant interest being generated by M&S Energy Society, we will be
looking at new community energy partnerships with commercial building owners.
We are also keen to develop further renewable heat projects, benefitting from what we
have learned with our member Springbok Sustainable Wood Heat; and keen to install LED
lighting, where we are working with Wey Valley Solar Schools on the relighting of its
second school with LEDs. There remains plenty of opportunity and plenty to do!

•

Solar PV installation being carried out by Joju

A Blog by Ryan Lewis

Marketing & Communications Manager, JoJu Solar

A Sunny Six Year Partnership

What do eight Marks and Spencer stores, twenty-one
schools, numerous churches, several community
outreach buildings and the central library in Reading
all have in common? It’s simple: this summer they
have all benefitted from the incredible relationship
that exists between Energy4All and Joju Solar.
You can read the rest of Ryan's blog at
www.energy4all.co.uk/blog

Update...

Reading Community Energy

Over the past three months solar panels have been installed
on 10 community buildings including places of worship,
community and council buildings and charity headquarters in
and around Reading. That's a total of 176kWp renewable
electricity generated from solar panels!

The panels have been funded by the people of Reading,
renewable energy supporters nationwide and Energy4All
members. More than 120 people invested over £230k in the
project. This is the first scheme of its kind in Reading.

Just Around the Corner Charity HQ and Stables

REPOWERBalcombe

E4A has welcomed REPOWERBalcombe as a new
member of our family of co-ops.

We supported REPOWERBalcombe to undertake a
successful share offer in March 2016. The co-op raised the
full £110,000 needed to add two new Schools and 100kWp
PV solar to the existing portfolio of 3 solar systems. The
new systems, each with a generation capacity of 49.92kWp,
are installed and working at Crawley Down
Village Church of England School and
Imberhorne Secondary School and Sixth Form in
East Grinstead.

We are very pleased that REPOWERBalcombe
has joined the E4A family. The group was set up
with the aim of generating 100% of Balcombe’s
electricity demand through community-owned
locally-generated renewable energy. An aim
which they have largely achieved through their
share offers and support of a local solar farm.

The group has worked very hard in the local area
to develop the solar projects and will continue to
seek to add new generation capacity in future.

In brief...

High Winds is now Generating
The old Baywind Windworld turbines
were dismantled throughout the
winter of 2015/2016 and the site
prepared for the installation of two
2.3MW Enercon E-70 turbines.
The delivery of turbine components to
site commenced in February 2016
and both turbines were erected in
time for the High Winds AGM in June.
Energy4All have been working hard
on behalf of High Winds to help get
the turbines through the testing and
commissioning stages.
High Winds has agreed a long-term
maintenance contract with the turbine
manufacturer Enercon, so we are
looking forward to many years of
smooth operation, generating a very
significant community fund as well as
the anticipated return for members.

Rumbling Bridge

AGM members on-site at High Winds

Our first Hydro project is now generating! Based in Kinross in Scotland the
project hosted an open day for members on the 28th October 2016.
Paul Wheelhouse, MP the Scottish Minister for
Energy, launched the
scheme. This is
currently the largest
community owned hydro
project in the UK. A weir
has been constructed
above Rumbling Bridge,
which diverts some of
the flow along 1.4km of
pipe, down a drop of
41m to two 250kW
turbines at the powerhouse. Some of the flow has to remain in the river to
make sure a habitat remains for the local plants and wildlife that depend
on it. Once all the available energy has been extracted from the water by
the turbines it is returned to the river Devon.

Edinburgh Community Solar

Panels have now been installed on 24 buildings in and around Edinburgh
- visit the gallery at www.edinburghsolar.coop

Co-operative Member Drew tells us about why he joined
Edinburgh Solar...
“As someone without the means to install
renewable technology in my own home, Edinburgh
Community Solar Co-operative has provided an
excellent opportunity to contribute to the generation
of renewable energy here in Edinburgh. For me,
being a member is about more than just pounds,
pence and kilowatt hours, it is about being at the
forefront of urban renewables and reaching for that
somewhat enigmatic 'low carbon future'.
“Edinburgh Solar has installed panels on the
rooftops of 24 community building across the city.
Overall, our 24 buildings will generate
approximately 1 million kWh of clean, green
electricity each year, enough to power 335 homes.”

Johanna Carrie - Board Member at the installation at Wardie Primary School

...In brief contd.

Baywind

Still generating from its share of a wind
farm at Haverigg in South Cumbria - the
board are now offering members the
option of having equity returned - but
there are limits in the Rules as to how
much can be returned each year.

We held our AGM on 9th-10th September 2016 at the Storey
Institute in Lancaster. Board members from all Energy4All
co-operatives were invited to attend. The majority of our co-ops
were represented as were many of our key partner organisations
with whom we work regularly in delivering our mission.

E4A AGM and
Conference 2016

On Saturday morning, prior to a short, formal AGM, Mike Smyth (E4A Chairman)
reviewed all the work that E4A had been involved with during a very successful
2015 and launched the year's annual report. Our annual report is available on our
web site www.energy4all.co.uk and we hope you find it of interest.

•
Four Winds Energy
Co-operative

A local school is reaping the rewards of
both solar and wind power.
Four Winds gives a portion of the
income derived from its two wind
turbines to a community fund. Some of
which has been used to support the
installation of 30kW of solar panels on
the local primary school at Duckmanton
in Derbyshire.

The school overlooks the wind turbine
and has visited it regularly during
construction and operation – and the
pupils now have another renewable
technology to monitor. The panels have
been installed by Schools Energy Co-op,
another member of the Energy4All family
of co-operatives, demonstrating the
benefits that arise from co-operatives
co-operating together.

Our Conference
Provides an opportunity for networking, allowing co-ops to share information,
experience and best practice and to update members on developments and issues
they had faced and solved
Offers training for directors - both experienced and those new to the co-operative
movement - on specific co-op related topics and updates from selected industry
specialists. This year we had input from Kathy Smyth of Community Energy
England on policy developments; James Proctor of Co-ops UK on the Co-operative
difference; Mark Billsborough of Co-operative Energy on the sale of electricity
generated and the potential local sale; Richard Watson of Energise Sussex Coast
on how community energy groups can help alleviate fuel poverty; James Goffe of
Melvilles on key points in the accounts of co-ops
Helps to develop E4A plans for the future.

•
•

This is done in a relaxed informal way with time for socialising.
Feedback from this year's event has been positive and this will help us plan for next
year. We would really like to see all co-ops and societies represented so that we can
build on the project successes we have had so far and develop our co-operative of
co-ops for the wider benefit of the community sector. We look forward to seeing more
co-op directors on the 8th-9th September next year.
You can view a video made at the event at www.energy4all.co.uk/about-us

stop press...stop press...
Welcome to our new members

Since our last newsletter Reading Community Energy Society and REPOWERBalcombe
have joined the Energy4All family following their successful share offers.

•
•
•

Staff Update

•
Duckmanton School PV system

Jim Lee - Director of the Spirit of Lanarkshire Co-op has now joined Energy4All as a
full-time Project Officer in Scotland.
Holly McCreanor-Smith has joined Energy4All - she is looking after membership
enquiries and the transfer of shares and assisting the accounts department.
Our accounts department welcomes experienced assistant accountant Cassie Bell to the
team and Claire "Millie" Beattie has returned from Maternity leave.
Congratulations also go out to Steph Tyson (Accounts Manager) who gave birth to a
baby girl in August.
Claire Hubbold has left Energy4All after nine years of loyal service - the board would like
to express their thanks for all of her hard work.

Contacting the Office:
Energy4All would like to ask all members to notify the office in writing of all changes of circumstances.

Energy4All, Unit 26, Trinity Enterprise Centre, Furness Business Park, Barrow in Furness, Cumbria, LA14 2PN
Tel: 01229 821028 Email: info@energy4all.co.uk Website: www.energy4all.co.uk

Investments in shares of renewable energy co-operatives and community benefit societies are long term investments to deliver an environmental and social impact as well as
a financial return. As with any investment there are risks. Your capital is at risk and may not be readily realisable. Returns are projected, variable, depend on performance of
the project and are not guaranteed. Consider all risks before investing. As unregulated share offers, investments do not receive the protection of the Government’s Financial
Services Compensation Scheme and investors do not have recourse to the Financial Ombudsman Service.

