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Successful Loan Note Offer Energy Prospects has raised
£2.8 million pounds in just
two weeks!

Energy Prospects is one of the co-operative
owners of Mean Moor Community Wind Farm,
along with High Winds and Baywind, and has
raised the funds to pay-off part of the loan that
MMCWF has from Thrive Renewables.
Financing from Thrive was used by MMCWF to
purchase the Mean Moor project from a
commercial developer. It is thought this is the
first time that a community organisation has
purchased a wind farm from a developer.
Rod Blunden, Chairman of Energy Prospects
“We are overwhelmed with the response we
have received from both Energy Prospects
members and the wider Renewable Energy
community. It is fantastic that we have been
able to bring a commercially owned wind farm
into the community owned sector”

The loan note offers a 4.5% annual interest
payment over a three-year period. Over 400
individuals have invested in the scheme, the
minimum investment was £500 with the
maximum investment was capped at £50,000.
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Energy4All AGM at Lancaster

Community engagement at heart of 2017 AGM gathering...and a little dancing!

Directors representing all of Energy4All’s 23 co-ops
and bencoms, including the newest, Arrochar Hydro,
along with industry professionals met to share ideas
and network at the Energy4All AGM and Conference
2017, held in September at Lancaster University. A
ceilidh was held on the Friday evening, which
provided a perfect opportunity for everyone to get to
know each other in an informal setting.
The theme of the Saturday morning was community engagement
and we heard from Westmill, West Solent Solar and REPOWER
Balcombe.

The afternoon took the form of seminars on topics relevant to Co-op
Directors including Co-operative Governance, Social Media &
Communications and Finance. We have received really positive
feedback from all attendees, a great time was had by all.
You can view photographs taken at the event at
www.energy4all.co.uk/energy4all-agm-2017/

Energy4All Development Manager Paul Phare and Johanna Carrie from
Edinburgh Solar Co-op in the fore ground enjoying the ceilidh dancing.

Arrochar HydroAn overview of progress to-date...

Well and truly underway

We have fantastic news to report, the construction of the Arrochar hydro project, funded
through a share offer in July this year, is progressing as planned and scheduled to be
completed on time.
At a progress meeting recently, the
project was considered to be on
programme and the civil contractor
was hoping to complete work on the
hillside very soon. Mechanical and
Electrical installation will then
commence as planned and the
project should be completed by the
end of the year. It is hoped that
Arrochar Hydro will be generating by
March 2018.

Arrochar Community Hydro was
nominated for a Community
Champion Award by the Community
Partnership in Loch Lomond and the
Trossachs National Park in the
category of Community Organisation
of the Year 2017 and received a
Highly Commended award

Opening river to flow
into intake

Partial return of
river to intake

Opening flows
over intake

Diversion still
partly open

stop press...stop press... Community Fund Update

Goodbye & Good Luck!

We are disappointed to have to
let you know that Rachael
Hunter, our wonderful project
manager, who is one of the
founders of the Wey Valley
Solar and Schools Energy
Co-operatives and has driven
their development from day
one, is leaving Energy4All at
the end of the year. Thank you
to Rachael for all her hard work
and we wish her well for the future. We cannot at
present reveal what she is going to do but can tell you it
is very exciting!

We are delighted that we have been able to recruit Laura
Moreno in Rachael’s place. Laura is an experienced
project manager of solar installations who has managed
the installation of many schools’ solar arrays for other
co-operatives in the Energy4All family of community
energy organisations and knows Energy4All and its work
very well.

profile...profile...profile
Jim Lee -

Development Officer Scotland

Jim joined Energy4All in
2016. A key part of his role
is to assist our existing
Scottish co-ops with their
development plans. He
also works with
developers, communities
and local authorities
within Scotland to develop new projects and has a
number in the pipeline at present. Over recent
months he has been heavily involved with Arrochar
Hydro development and construction.
He is a director of the Spirit of Lanarkshire Wind Energy
Co-op which has a stake in wind farms at West
Browncastle and Nutberry. He is also on the boards of
the Edinburgh Community Solar Co-operative and
Arrochar Community Hydro Society.
Outside of Energy4All, Jim has been active in the
Co-operative Movement for many years. He chairs
Co-operative Education Trust Scotland, a body set up by
the Co-operative Movement to promote co-operative
ideas in the curriculum of Scottish schools and
universities. He is also a director of the Lanarkshire
Credit Union.

Drumlin -

by Anne Ford

Today, I got a letter and email which illustrate two very
different aspects of Drumlin management.
The email advised of a huge hike in our operational
insurance premiums which necessitated a search for
alternative quotes and a review of our requirements in a
bid to minimise costs while exercising prudence in
managing risks. The letter was from a school principal
expressing enthusiasm for a proposed initiative to
provide science and technology teaching sessions on
how a wind turbine is built and functions. He finished by
thanking Drumlin ‘for getting involved in the community
in a meaningful way’.

Two very different strands of the Drumlin vision as set out in our share
offer document. Achieving maximum generation and profitability is, of
course, central and requires ongoing vigilance. Our commitment to
community has evolved over the last couple of years with interest and
time input from Board members and one very talented Drumlin volunteer
member.

To date Drumlin’s Community Fund has installed a 12 kW PV array on
the roof of a busy community centre close to one of our turbines and has
supported nine local Primary Schools in their Eco Schools projects and
outdoor educational work. As well as raising awareness of community
ownership and sustainable energy opportunities, these initiatives have
enhanced environmental enjoyment and education for the children and
provided an annual saving of over £1,000 for the community group –
allowing increased service provision and promoting energy efficiencies.
Today’s letter marks the “take off” of this year’s community initiative.
This principal’s enthusiasm echoes the eagerness of the team that met
last week to put the finishing touches to the plan. We can’t wait to get
out of the starting blocks!

Photo Caption: The Principal and the delighted first recipient of the
Drumlin cup for Technology at one of the Primary Schools close to a
Drumlin turbine, with Board members Rodney Arbuckle (far left) and
Anne Ford (second from right).

Fenland Green

Power

As you may be aware, one of our family
of co-ops, Fenland Green Power, were
approached by EDF with an offer to
purchase the two FGPC turbines. This
was part of a wider transaction being
pursued by EDF.

As a co-operative, the Fens Directors
decided to put the decision out to
members and to the vote. With a very
small margin the membership voted in
favour of selling.

The transaction completed at the end of
October. The board of Directors are now
working to progress next steps as set out
to members in earlier communications
about the sale.

Fens members will be kept up to date with
further developments via the members
area of the Fens website

RESCoop

meet in
Bonn, alongside the UN
Climate Change Conference
Paul Phare our Development Manager
and Director, Mark Luntley travelled to
Bonn in Germany, to meet with REScoop
alongside the UN Climate Change
Conference.

REScoop is the European federation for
renewable energy cooperatives. They are
a growing network of 1,500 European
REScoops and their 1,000,000 citizens.
Through REScoop, we wish to make our
voices heard in the European energy
debate. We’ll have more on our work with
REScoop in our next newsletter.

Since 2014 the Schools’ Energy Co-operative has installed
solar PV panels on 32 schools from Poole to Teesside, with 4
more expected soon.

32 Schools in 3 years

- an update from the

Schools Energy Co-op
This has been funded by £1.3 million raised from our 250 plus
members. From 2018 we expect to save more than 1,000 tonnes of
carbon dioxide each year, for at least the next 20 years.

Our systems have a combined capacity of 1.2 megawatts (MW), and are expected to
produce around a gigawatt-hour of electricity each year. This is enough to power about
300 typical UK homes, or to
make more than 15 million
cups of tea! The carbon dioxide
saved is equivalent to reducing
car use by 6 million miles a
year.
Although subsidies have fallen
dramatically, larger systems on
some schools can still be
viable - we are currently talking
to 10 further schools, which
could take our capacity to 2
MW before subsidies are
withdrawn in March 2019. For
this we are looking at other
ways to raise funds. We are
also exploring ways to help
schools save energy by
switching to LED lighting.

Energy4All along with Joju Solar and M&S
Energy Society were delighted to win the
Collaboration Award.
Westmill Wind Farm co-op won the Best Photo
award for their “Turbine Hug”.
High Winds & Mean Moor were shortlisted in
the Community & Finance categories but
unfortunately they were not successful.

Next Year’s AGM Dates

& communications –

Please could you respond to AGM
requests from your co-op – if you plan to
attend please let us know, it helps us plan
for the event. If you are not able to attend
in person please vote either online or by
post. You will receive an email with
advance notice of the AGM from your
co-op. To ensure the emails reach your
inbox please add your co-op info@ email
address to your safe senders list.
If you have any queries please do not
hesitate to contact the Energy4All office.

CEE Awards Triumph

From right to left: Mike Smyth, (E4A). Chris Jardine (Joju),
Lydia Hopton (M&S), Anne-Claire Leydier (Northern
Powergrid).

...And finally!
We have a number of new projects in the pipeline, hopefully we will be in a position to
share the details with you in the new year.

Merry Christmas and Best Wishes for 2018 from all the team at Energy4All

Energy4All, Unit 26, Trinity Enterprise Centre, Furness Business Park, Barrow in Furness, Cumbria, LA14 2PN
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Investments in shares of renewable energy co-operatives and community benefit societies are long term investments to deliver an environmental and social impact as well as
a financial return. As with any investment there are risks. Your capital is at risk and may not be readily realisable. Returns are projected, variable, depend on performance of
the project and are not guaranteed. Consider all risks before investing. As unregulated share offers, investments do not receive the protection of the Government’s Financial
Services Compensation Scheme and investors do not have recourse to the Financial Ombudsman Service.

