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Arrochar Hydro Official Opening Ceremony –
Friday 18th May 2018

Opened by Sir Malcolm Colquhoun, Chairman of
Luss Estates Company and attended by Paul
Wheelhouse MSP, Minister for Business, Innovation
and Energy.

Friday the 18th May saw the Official Opening Ceremony of
Arrochar Community Hydro. The scheme was opened by Sir
Malcolm Colquhoun of Luss. The society were also delighted to
welcome Paul Wheelhouse MSP, Minister for Business, Innovation
and Energy.
Members of the local community came together with the wider
renewable energy community and were joined by a piper and local
school children on the walk up to the power house.

The Arrochar Community Hydro scheme was initially proposed by
Luss Estates Company as a means to enable local people to
generate income to reinvest in their communities.

Opened by Sir Malcolm Rory
Colquhoun, Chairman of Luss
Estates Company

Duncan MacLachlan, Chairman of Arrochar Community Hydro
Society, has been instrumental since the projects inception and said,
“With great help and support from everyone throughout, from the
Land Owner, Luss Estates to the Loch Lomond & The Trossachs
National Park Planning, Scottish Government through Local Energy
Scotland and CARES development officers, consultants, contractors
and with a fully supportive community behind us, we have managed
to complete our project.
We must though recognise the generous financial support from all
the ethical funders, throughout the UK and the 22 other Community
Renewable energy projects, managed by Energy4All, who took up
our Community Share offer in 2 marvellous weeks in July 2017.

We look forward to the rain levels that attracted the first large Post
War Hydro Electric project scheme to this area, bringing the present
and future community further benefits for many years to come.”
Following the official opening the community and guests walked
down to the Three Villages Hall for lunch. The Hall will benefit from
funds generated from the hydro scheme and provide a social,
cultural, recreational and educational hub for local residents.”

“

Back in October 2013 we
proposed the idea of a
community hydro to the Arrochar
& Tarbet and Luss & Arden
Development Trusts. I am
delighted that this initiative has
come to fuition, and wish the
venture well – it offers a unique
ability to the Development Trusts
to raise funding to invest in the
local community. I congratulate
all those involved in delivering
this project, in particular I thank
Duncan MacLachlan for taking
up the cudgel and driving the
overall project.
Sir Malcolm Colquhoun

“

Guests were able to see the hydro scheme in use and see inside
the powerhouse. Highland Eco, the project contractors were on
hand to discuss the mechanics of the hydro system.

stop press...stop press...

Westmill – 10th Birthday

2018 marks 10 years of Westmill Wind Farm. They will
celebrate by hosting a day of celebrations on Saturday
16th June. For details visit - www.westmill.coop

Rumbling Bridge
Hydro Society

RBHS were delighted to showcase their scheme to
Senior board members of Ofgem. The Hydro scheme
was chosen as a prime example of Community Energy.
More to follow in our next newsletter.

Westmill AGM

We again held our AGM on the same day as Westmill
Solar in GWR Railway Museum in Swindon. Located
near Swindon bus and railway stations, the joint event
attracted our largest ever numbers and on the day
feedback was positive.

Our AGM was preceded by a morning of information
from Energy4All, Ethex and WESET on their latest
activities. This year the invited keynote speakers were
Emma Bridge (CEO, Community Energy England) and
Leo Murray (Director of Strategy 10:10) with both
addressing the challenging times for pursuing a
sustainable energy agenda at a community level.
Presentation slides for all speakers are available on the
Westmill website www.westmill.coop

During the course of the year, we won an award from
Community Energy England for our iconic picture of a
turbine hug back in 2008 (seen opposite). The Board
decided that the picture and award certificate should go
to Adam Twine, who was the inspiration for the project
and so instrumental in achieving planning success over a
period of 8 years.

profile...profile...profile

Lee Tooze -

Financial Controller

Welcome to Lee Tooze our
new Financial Controller.
Lee has worked in finance
for over 12 years and is
working towards gaining a
CIMA Management level
qualification.
In his spare time he teaches
accountancy at the local
further education college. Lee will be working on
producing management accounts and forecasts for the
existing co-ops and projections for new projects.

What it means

to be a member of a co-op
– by John Malone

Energy4All was established by the Baywind Energy
Co-operative in 2002. Since then, we have gone on to
set-up a further 22 co-ops and community benefit
societies. The co-operative model works very well in the
context of our mission – delivering more installed capacity
of renewable energy generation and involving as many
members of the public as possible in the process.
Being a co-operative member is about being part of a community. Co-op
members come together to achieve outcomes that are bigger and have
more impact than the individuals can achieve working alone. They put
their own individual resources (cash, time, skills) at the disposal of the
group and understand that the collective resources of the co-op are
owned by the co-op and are to be used for delivering the co-operatives
objectives. Members work together to make decisions in a democratic
way, through debate and discussion, by listening to the views of other
and sharing their own views.
The co-operative approach to business is very important to E4A and our
members. Co-ops are driven by their mission (in this case tackling
climate change) and seek to provide a fair, rather than maximum, return
on the financial capital employed. Co-operatives adhere to the values
and principles of co-operation – including concern for community and
care for the environment, which are particularly important to E4A co-op
members.

Once a co-operative has succeeded in delivering it's first renewable
energy generation project, members can, if they wish, then begin to
widen their activities. They can deliver new initiatives or support existing
local projects using any community funds generated by the project. They
can reach out to the local community to raise-awareness about climate
change and explain how the co-op is a positive response. They can
begin the development of new projects and bring in new members.
Eventually, the original members can look to pass on a legacy to the next
generation to ensure that the benefits of the co-op and its project(s)
continue to have a positive impact.
We would be interested to hear your thoughts on what co-operatives and
community benefit societies mean to you. We are hoping to undertake
some research during 2019, looking at why individuals join energy
co-ops and how they see their own co-op developing its activities. More
information in future newsletters.

New Projects-

Recommend to a Friend
- Help us to expand our
mailing list

As we have 3 share offers in the pipeline
we are asking for our members to
promote us to others - can you
recommend us to a friend?

In particular, - do you know anyone who
might be interested in supporting installation
of solar panels on schools? Or supporting a
wind energy project in Scotland?
Ask them to visit the Energy4All website
www.energy4all.co.uk and register their
interest.

The Good Energy
Summit in Croatia
Paul Phare our Development Manager
visited Croatia recently to speak at the
Good Energy Summit.
Paul was there to
share Energy4All’s
experience, as the
Croatians are facing
many of the same
problems we face
here in the UK such
as unfavourable
legislation. Paul
talked about
Energy4All's existing projects and how it is
important to engage with the local
community when developing a project.

It’s great to see Energy4All’s Annette Heslop featuring in the
2018 Queen’s Birthday Honours List. Annette has worked
incredibly hard on behalf of the community energy
movement for over 20 years and has been instrumental in
the creation of 23 renewable energy co-ops.

Congratulations
to Annette Heslop MBE
“I was thrilled to receive the MBE. When the
envelope arrived through my door I didn’t quite
believe it, what a lovely but totally unexpected
surprise. I would like to thank the person or
persons who nominated me.”

“During my time working in the community
energy sector we have faced many hurdles, but
with the involvement of local communities and
the wider renewable energy community we have
been able to create ground breaking projects,
including the creation of Rumbling Bridge
Community Hydro Co-operative the largest
community owned hydro project, and the
repowering of the original Baywind wind farm.”

“Over recent months I have worked on the
acquisition of Mean Moor Wind Farm. I believe this was the first time a
commercially owned wind farm had been purchased outright by a community”

“Energy4All gives the power back to the people, allowing them to own a stake in
locally generated renewable energy. This, I believe is the way forward for our
energy market”.
“As a Director of Energy4All it is a privilege to work alongside these groups and
help them to develop and educate the next generation about the importance of
renewable energy and climate change.”

“I would like to thank my fellow directors and staff past and present at Energy4All
for all their hard work and dedication. We have a number of exciting projects in the
pipeline and are continually working hard to increase the community energy sector
in the UK despite the many barriers that we have to overcome.”
Congratulations to Annette from all at Energy4All and on behalf of all the co-ops
we work with.

stop press...stop press
Community Energy
England Conference –
Saturday 23rd June

We are delighted to be exhibiting at
this conference again. It’s a great event
and if you are attending please do
come over to our stand for a chat.

Annette with members of High Winds Community Energy Society at Mean Moor Wind farm

...And finally!
We have a number of new projects in the pipeline, hopefully we will be in a position
to share the details with you very soon...

Energy4All, Unit 26, Trinity Enterprise Centre, Furness Business Park, Barrow in Furness, Cumbria, LA14 2PN
Tel: 01229 821028 Email: info@energy4all.co.uk Website: www.energy4all.co.uk

Investments in shares of renewable energy co-operatives and community benefit societies are long term investments to deliver an environmental and social impact as well as
a financial return. As with any investment there are risks. Your capital is at risk and may not be readily realisable. Returns are projected, variable, depend on performance of
the project and are not guaranteed. Consider all risks before investing. As unregulated share offers, investments do not receive the protection of the Government’s Financial
Services Compensation Scheme and investors do not have recourse to the Financial Ombudsman Service.

