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Working with our
Inspirational, energetic
and like-minded
European colleagues!

REScoop (short for “Renewable Energy
Services Cooperative”) was formed in 2013
by four national European cooperatives, and
has grown to represent 1,500 European
cooperatives and associations and their 1
million citizens. Based in Berchem in Belgium,
REScoop’s aim is to ensure citizens are at the
very heart of a low carbon energy transition.
Energy4All was an early REScoop supporter,
helping by sharing our expertise to develop
best practice for other cooperatives setting up
community owned renewable energy projects.
REScoop has grown by successfully
delivering a series of EU funded projects. The
challenge now is to develop so REScoop
becomes financially self-sufficient. In 2017
members voted and an eight-person board
assembled. Energy4All was elected as one of
the eight board members. REScoop is now
focused on how it can deliver benefits to its
members.

Rules are changing...

As the UK enters uncertain times it is critical
that we still work with like-minded
organisations that bring citizens together. We
think REScoop, with its team of inspirational,
energetic and like-minded members, is an
important part of that journey.

Sign up to continue to receive news from Energy4All the rules around Data Protection are changing.

Very soon, changes to personal data laws mean you will have to have given
Energy4All permission to stay in touch with you, for us to keep you updated
on the work of Energy4All and any new projects we have coming up.
You will still receive information directly from us on behalf of the co-ops
which you are a member of, regarding AGMs, share interest and project
updates. However, to carry on receiving information about Energy4All
activities you need to take action. We will send an email / letter to you
shortly asking you to confirm that you are happy to receive future
correspondence like this newsletter from us.
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Are you interested in supporting European
renewable energy co-operative growth?

As a member of an Energy4All connected co-operative you support
UK renewable energy growth. Energy4All is now exploring the
possibility of the UK renewable co-operative sector collaborating
with the wider European movement, which could involve
opportunities for participating in European co-operatives, promoting
wider solidarity in the cause of renewable energy.
For example, Enercoop, created in 2004 and based in France, is a founding part of the
REScoop family. It has 29,000 individual members who buy green electricity from their
cooperative and 53,000 customers. Made up of ten separate regional renewable
energy cooperatives, Enercoop operates 87 hydro schemes, 17 windfarms, 55 solar
projects and one biomass generator, producing 205GWh of electricity in 2016.

REScoop members
Enercoop is looking to raise funds to grow its business. Most of its cooperative capital
to date has come from France, but Enercoop has asked the other cooperatives in REScoop if they might provide promotional assistance.

You should be aware that financial returns to members of French cooperatives are typically lower than in the UK.

Energy4All would be grateful if you would indicate whether, if it were further to develop such an idea of extending the focus of Energy4All
projects you might, in principle, consider responding to formal offers from European co-operatives.

If you would support Energy4All developing policy in this direction, let us know - visit www.energy4all.co.uk/european-co-operative-growth/

An overview by Johanna Carrie -

Solar Education
in Edinburgh
Director of Edinburgh Solar

We have two educational strategies. The more 'in your face' is our
installation of display screens in the reception areas of our host
buildings. These TV-like screens can be seen by all using or
visiting the buildings and show real time generation and the
annual balance between use and export to the grid. One of our
schools tells me they share these figures with their 'twin' school in
Tokyo, which also has PV.
The ECSC web site has a resources page for schools. This has details of some
classroom activities as well as links to organisations. These include the Glasgow
Science Centre and National Museum of Scotland; both provide materials and
courses. Our board is currently prompting the ECO teachers in our schools to
check which resources are useful to them and also to tell us what more they
need. We also held an education workshop at our AGM in March.

Peer to peer energy supply – We need your help!
Energy4All are working with a group of researchers based
at the University of Exeter and the University of Bristol.
Their project is called the Household-Supplier Energy
Market (HoSEM). In this project, the researchers want to
study how technology can be used to enable a new
peer-to-peer renewable energy market.

They aim to build and test a technology-based system that will
allow Individuals and community energy schemes to trade
renewable energy directly between themselves. This will be a
peer-to-peer trading system; similar 'sharing platforms’ are already
in place in other markets; for example, Airbnb in the hotel industry,
Uber in taxi hire, or eBay in the sale of goods. In the new system
you will be able to buy renewable energy directly from another

individual and also be able to sell any excess you produce directly
to others. This may also include community owned energy schemes
potentially selling electricity directly to members at retail prices.
This is a change from the current system where you may only sell
exported electricity to the grid at a wholesale price.
As part of building and testing this new technology, HoSEM would
like to talk to people who have an interest in the renewable energy
generation sector. They want to find out their thoughts about the
system, including what they would want the system to do. They also
want to know whether and why you would be interested in using a
peer-to-peer system like the one described. Therefore, over the
coming months we, (Energy4All on behalf of the researchers) will
be in contact with you again to hear your views.

Future E4A Projects &

We receive calls on a regular basis from members asking about future projects and how
changes in government legislation are going to affect E4A.

the community energy sector –

by John Malone - E4A Development Director

UK Government’s recent and on-going approach to renewable energy, in particular the substantial
reduction and subsequent ending of support schemes for all technologies but offshore wind, has had a
significant negative impact on renewable energy deployment. Recently the Committee on Climate
Change called for more action to “provide a route to market for low-carbon electricity generation,
especially lower-cost options such as onshore wind and solar”. The current approach has led to a thriving
and developing industry, bringing benefits to the UK and making an important contribution to tackling
climate change, being forced into decline. The community energy sector has felt the effect of
Westminster’s negative policies. The opportunities for new worthwhile projects in England at least is
significantly reduced.
In spite of this, E4A continues to be active in constructing new
solar PV installations on schools through The Schools Energy
Co-op with future installations also being planned. In addition, we
are anticipating a new share launch on Falck’s Assel Valley wind
farm project in Scotland. The expectation is that a community
ownership opportunity will also be offered on a second Falck
project, which is currently in the final stages of construction.

In contrast to Westminster, the devolved administrations are
seeking to implement more supportive policies towards renewable
energy.

Scotland’s recently published energy strategy takes a whole-system
view including heat and transport, alongside electricity and energy
efficiency in an integrated approach, seeking an inclusive energy
transition built on a smarter local energy model. One of the
strategy’s six energy priorities is to empower communities by
supporting innovative local energy systems and networks.

In 2017, the Welsh Government set a target of meeting 70% of
electricity demand from Welsh renewable sources by 2030. It also
announced a target for 1 GW of renewable electricity generation
capacity to be locally owned by 2030 and for all renewable energy
projects to have an element of local ownership by 2020.
The Government in the Republic of Ireland too is undertaking
consultations on support schemes for renewable energy including
models and pathways to deliver increased community and citizen
participation in renewable electricity projects.

This policy activity is bringing new opportunities. E4A is at the
moment actively pursuing wind and solar project leads in the
Republic of Ireland. In Scotland, after the success of the Arrochar
Hydro project, E4A is working with two hydro developers who are
seeking to offer community ownership on their projects and is in
active discussion on potential new solar projects.

The immediate requirement from energy policy across the UK and
Ireland is that it delivers new generation capacity in the 2020s.
Onshore wind and solar are the cheapest form of generation and
the developing flexibility in grid infrastructure and supporting
technologies is providing the tools to cope with high levels of
variable generation on the grid. Community ownership makes up
only a small proportion of overall energy generating capacity in the
UK, but the involvement of thousands of individuals means that
collectively, the community energy sector has the potential to play
an important role in the rapid energy transition required to combat
climate change.
E4A is beginning to explore the possibilities of co-operatively
owned district heat networks, building on our first successful heat
project at Springbok. We are also beginning to get involved in
smart grid and energy service company projects. We see these
as the next areas for community ownership to play a part.

We are keen to hear from you if you have any project suggestions
or ideas.

BWECT

stop press...stop press... An up-date By Richard Scott, BWECT Chair.

RainePower connects!

On 5 February 2018, after a series of setbacks and
difficulties over the two years since the share offer, the
Archimedes screw turbine at Killington successfully
passed tests and is safe to supply to the National Grid.

(Baywind Energy Community Trust)

Activities 2017-18

Following the sad loss of our stalwart member Derek
Elsworth, whose energy will be greatly missed, we had to
re-jig the signatories on the BWECT account. When the
account was re-activated we made donations totalling
nearly £17,000 to a number of community bodies.
Donations were made to the following:
Dalton Community Association £4.5K
Swarthmoor FC £1.5k
Kirkby Junior FC £1.7K
Loppergarth Playground £1k
Pennington Parish Council £500
Swarthmoor Reading Room £2.6K
Buccleuch Hall Lindal £2.1k

Schools Energy Co-op:

February half term has seen one installation of 96 kWp
on Oak Academy Bournemouth. We have three more
installations planned for Easter this year and we are also
finalising agreements for hopefully two installations in
May Half Term.
Ealing Transition and Schools’ Energy Co-op have been
awarded a £15,000 grant from the Greater London
Authority which will allow them to do preliminary studies
on some schools in the Borough of Ealing.

Repower Balcombe:

As can be seen we have tried to spread the benefits as widely as possible
in the Furness area.
BWECT has been in discussion with Andy Beeforth of the Cumbria
Community Foundation (CCF), about giving that body the role of
administering the Community Fund, partly in anticipation of uplift funding
coming from High Winds BenCom. CCF administers a range of
community fund sources on behalf of donors. BWECT are considering
working with CCF although no decision has yet been taken.
Another development for BWECT is that new Trustees will be appointees
of High Winds. The Trust will still be constituted as an independent body
which will set the priorities and award grants from the Trust, possibly
through CCF, according to our set objectives.
Going forward the Baywind name will continue in BWECT. The Trust
members will choose a re-vamped new logo at their next meeting from a
selection provided.

During February half term a 21 kWp system was installed
on Holy Trinity School in Balcombe.

Energy-saving grants for
community buildings

If you know of a community building near the wind farms
in Cumbria at Haverigg II or Mean Moor, let them know
about the Thrive Renewables grant fund to help them
reduce their energy bills. Grants can cover improvements
such as insulation, draught-proofing, LED lighting or
improved heating controls.
www.cse.org.uk/projects/view/1304. The deadline for
applications is 31st March 2018.

Energy4All, Unit 26, Trinity Enterprise Centre, Furness Business Park, Barrow in Furness, Cumbria, LA14 2PN
Tel: 01229 821028 Email: info@energy4all.co.uk Website: www.energy4all.co.uk

Investments in shares of renewable energy co-operatives and community benefit societies are long term investments to deliver an environmental and social impact as well as
a financial return. As with any investment there are risks. Your capital is at risk and may not be readily realisable. Returns are projected, variable, depend on performance of
the project and are not guaranteed. Consider all risks before investing. As unregulated share offers, investments do not receive the protection of the Government’s Financial
Services Compensation Scheme and investors do not have recourse to the Financial Ombudsman Service.

